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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



Brief Chronicle of the last ^Fortnight. 

Mr. Leslie's " Immanuel." — Tlie performance of this 
new oratorio, originally fixed for the end of March, will 
now take place on the 30th of May. 

Motett Meetings op the Ecclesiological Society. 
— The first public meeting took place in St. Martin's Hall, 
on the 2nd of May, when the following interesting pro- 
gramme was performed :— 

" Not unto us, O Lord " (Orlando Di Lasso) ; " The Royal Ban- 
ners forward go " ( Hymnal Noted) ; " O vera Summa sempiterna 
Trinitas" (Palestrina); "Holy, Holy, Holy" (Palestrina); "A 
song, a song, our Chief to greet " (Easter Carol XVII); Missa— " O 
quam gloriosum " (Vittoria); "Me have ye bereaved " (Morales); 
Psalm cxiv. (Tonus Peregrinus, Psalter Noted); " Give ear, give 
ear, good Christian men " (Easter Carol XVI). 

There will be another meeting on the 4th of June. 

Crystal Palace. — It has been sugeested to the 
Company, to disperse the instruments exhibited in the 
Music-court, so that the display of their several capacities 
shall not interfere one with another. The daily perform- 
ances of the fine instrumental band, continue to form one 
of the most attractive features of this palace of instructive 
recreation. 

Sacred Harmonic Society (Exeter Hall). — The late 
performances have been Handel's Israel in Egypt, on the 
27th of April ; and a repetition of Mendelssohn's Lobgesang 
(Hymn of Praise), and Mozart's Requiem, on the 2nd of 
May. They announce Haydn's Creation, for the 25th of 
May, with Madame Clara Novello, Mr. Sims Reeves, 
and Hcrr Formes. 

Lichfield. — Messrs. Allen and Bedsmore gave a con" 
cert of vocal and instrumental music in the Guildhall, 
under distinguished patronage. The principal vocalists 
were, Miss Rainforth, Mrs. Paget, Mr. Biekley, and 
Mr. Allen. A small but efficient band contributed to the 
performance of an admirable programme, which was 
highly appreciated by a numerous and genteel audience. 
Mr. Bedsmore, deputy organist of the cathedral, presided 
at the pianoforte. 

Whitehaven. — The amateurs who form the Harmonic 
Soeiety, under the guidance of Mr. H. White, gave to their 
friends a public specimen of their progress, at their fourth 
concert, which consisted of sacred and secular music. 

Funeral of Sir Henry Bishop.— On the 5th of May, 
were interred the remains of this celebrated musician, in 
the Marylebone Cemetery, Finchley Road. Several mem- 
bers of the London Choirs joined in the musical service ; 
among the most prominent were, the choir-boys, sixteen 
or twenty in number, of St. Columb choir, Kensington 
Park, under the direction of their master, Dr. James Pech. 
A great concourse of people had assembled, who appeared 
to be much impressed by the solemnity with which the 
burial service was performed. 

Philharmonic Society.— Thefourth concert took place 
on the 30th of April. The principal instrumental features 
of the evening were, Beethoven's fine Sinfonia, No. 7 ; a 
M.S. Sinfonia in B flat, by Mr. Lucas; Spohr's beautiful 
Nonetto ; and Weber's Overture, the " Ruler of the 
Spirits." Madame Clara Novello's execution of Beetli oven's 
grand Aria, from Fidelia, was superb ; and her duet with 
Herr Reichardt. from Mozart's Cos) Fan Tulle, was a plea- 
sant revival of a charming composition. 

Honiton Choral Society. — On the 23rd of April, 
this society performed Handel's Messiah, in a way to do 
credit to previous good training ; and ought to have com 
manded a larger attendance. 

Lynn. — The Musical Union concluded its fourth season 
by a concert, which — as it should be— was the most suc- 
cessful ever given by the society. 



St. Thomas's Choral Society. — The society, so called, 
which meets for practice every Friday evening, gave a 
public concert, on the 8th of May, at Sussex Hall. The 
chorus numbers one hundred voices. 

Mr W. G. Cusins.— We regret that the soiree, which 
was announced for the 9th of May, was postponed in conse- 
quence of the sudden and severe indisposition of this rising 
young musician. 

Dewsbury. — Mendelssohn's oratorio, St. Paul, has been 
produced here lately, at Mr. Burton's Annual Concert. 
The Leeds Intelligencer speaks in great praise of the per- 
formance generally. It says, also : " We have been in- 
formed that the receipts amounted to nearly £60 ; which, 
after defraying the necessary expenses, will be handed over 
by Mr. Burton to the Patriotic Fund." 

Gravesend. — A concert was given by Mrs. Pyne Gallon, 
Mi^s Blanche Capill, and Mr. Edmund Rosenthal. 
" The performance was very well attended, and gave great 
satisfaction to a numerous and fashionable audience ; " 
we might addi " unreasonable," from the number of encores. 

Stratford. — In the Mechanics' Institution connected 
with the Eastern Counties Railway, the same singers as 
at Gravesend, gave a concert on the 1st of May. 

Tarvin (Cheshire).— On the 25th of April, the Chester 
Temperance Glee and Madrigal Society gave a concert in 
the National School Room. At the conclusion, the worthy 
vicar (Rev. W. Bryans), proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Mason, of Chester Cathedral, the conductor, and to 
the other vocalists, for the pleasure they had afforded 
during the evening. 

Worthing. — Mr. Arthur Messiter (a pupil of Mr. 
McKorkell, of Northampton,) has just been appointed 
organist here. 

Newport (Monmouthshire). — On the 16th of April, 
at what was called, " an open rehearsal," the Sacred 
Harmonic Society here performed a selection from Handel's 
Judas Maccabaus, and Haydn's Creation. In the instru- 
mental accompaniments, the members were assisted by the 
band of the 1st Devon Militia. 

Mr. Ransford. — The annual concert and dramatic per- 
formance provided for his friends this season, was very 
largely attended, at the Haymarket Theatre, on the 9th of 
May. Besides Miss Cushman, in the new play of the 
Actress of Padua, and two farces, there was a grand concert, 
where Madame Clara Novello, Madame Anna Thillon, 
Miss Ransford, Mr. Brinsley Richards, Mr. Ransford, and 
Herr Formes, took part. 

Anthems and Organ Music. — A performance took 
place at the Hanover Square Rooms, under the direction 
of Mr. George Cooper; of which the following is a 
programme : — 

Part I.— Organ, Grand Prelude and Fugue (J. S. Bach) ; Chorus, 
" Hymn of Peace "(W. il.Callcott); solo anthem, "Acquaint thyself 
with God" (Dr. Greene); verse anthem, "In thee, O Lord!" 
(Weldon); organ, adagio from Novdto (Spohr) ; motett, " Why rage 
the Heathen'" (Mendelssohn). Part II.— Organ, Variations on a 
K ussian Church melody (A. Freyer) ; trio ( MSS.) from The Martyrdom 
of Si. Polycarp—tbe exercise for his doctor's degree, by permission, 
(Sir F. Gore Ousely, Bart.) ; solo from Litany (Mozart); hymn, 
Da Nobis Pacem (Mendelssohn); organ, Andante from 4th Symphony 
(Mendelssohn I, and Grand Fugue, D minor (J. S. Bach); anthem, 
"Ogive thanks!" (Purcell). 

Conductor, Mr Sudlow. 

Cologne. — Beethoven's grand Mass in D, lias been 
given for the benefit of the family of the late Professor 
Hartmann, under the direction of Ferdinand Hiller. 

Mr. Beale's Provincial Tour. — Madame Alboni, 
Herr Ernst, and other artists, are at present on a tour in 
the provinces, under the management of Mr. Willert 
Beale. 
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New Philharmonic Society — The third Concert 
(2nd May) was in aid of the funds of the Hospital for Con- 
sumption, Brompton, and attracted a large audience. The 

programme was . — . 

Overture. " Medea" (Cherubim); Air, " Zauberflote (Mozart); 
9th (choral) Sinlbnia (Beethoven); Overture, Mendelssohn's "Mid- 
summer Night's Dream ," Selection, "Paradise Lost ' (Dr.Wylde); 
Concerto, Pianoforte, in G (Mendelssohn); Air, " Cenerentola " 
(Rossini); Overture, "Don Quixote" (Macfarren). 
The selection from Dr. Wylde's Paradise Lost was warmly 
received; and the charming air, with violins obligati, 
admirably sung by Madame Clara Novello, was encored. 

It is said that the profits of the second Concert of the 
New Philharmonic Society enabled the Committee to hand 
over the handsome sum of 324/. 16s. 6rf., to the funds of 
St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington. 

The Cecilian Society gave a satisfactory performance 
of Mendelssohn's St. Paul, at their Hall in London Wall. 
The room was exceedingly full. 

Liverpool (May 3). — Opening of the Organ in the 
St. George's Hall. The grand organ, erected by Mr. Willis, 
of London, in the St. George's Hall, was formally opened 
by Mr. T. W. Best, of London, on Tuesday evening, in the 
presence of an audience numbering upwards of 2,000 per- 
sons. The hall presented a magnificent appearance, and 
though many in the back seats of the galleries could not 
catch a sight of either the organ or the performer, the affair 
passed off to the evident satisfaction of all present. The 
most attractive piece in the programme was the concerto by 
Rink, in which the effects of the flute-stop, admirably 
treated by Mr. Best, created the heartiest applause. The 
sonata of Mendelssohn, an exquisite specimen of musical 
art, and the massive compositions of Bach, Beethoven, and 
Handel, were played by Mr. Best with that finish and 
chastity of style which have elevated him to so high a 
rank in his profession. In the first part he extemporised 
for some time, the subject being a sort of " storm piece." 
The march from The Prophete excited the customary en- 
thusiasm, and the variations on the National Anthem 
brought the performance to a pleasant termination. — 
Musical World. 

Lover v. Davidson. — Mr. Samuel Lover has obtained 
an injunction from Vice-Chancellor Sir W. P. Wood 
against Mr. Davidson, the music publisher, to restrain him 
from publishing the words of The Low-backed Car, of which 
Mr. Lover is the author. The Vice-Chancellor, in grant- 
ing the injunction, said that, "Some doubt had been 
thrown in the late decision, Boosey o. Jefferys, on the 
case of an English author residing abroad first publishing 
in a foreign country ; but nothing was said as to an En- 
glish author resident in this country first publishing abroad. 
Mr. Lover set up no claim to the music, but only to the 
words of The Low-backed Car ; and as such he was regis- 
tered at Stationers' Hall." 

Foreign Printed Music— We are informed that 
Messrs. Boosey and Sons — who, our readers will remem- 
ber, were the original importers of German music in 
England— are about to dispose of their extensive stock of 
foreign music, at a greatly reduced rate of charges, with a 
view of gaining more room for their publishing business. 
Quartett Societies, and the amateurs of chamber instru- 
mental music, will now have an opportunity of adding 
some choice works to their libraries, at a small cost. A 
priced catalogue is about to be published. 

Hereford Festival.— Since our notice, (ante, p. 376, 
vol. vi.) the period has been fixed forthis meeting of the three 
choirs ; viz. the 21st of August, and three following days. 
Their first step has been to secure the services of the in- 
dispensable soprano singer for a festival performance,— 
Madame Clara Novello; engagements, we believe, are also 
concluded with Miss Dolby, Mr. and Mrs. Weiss, Mr. 
Montem Smith, Mr. Sims Reeves, &c. The stewards are 
acting with spirit, under the advice of their conductor, Mr. 
■lownshend Smith, and are determined to deserve a suc- 
cessful result for their festival. 



The Birmingham Musical Festival. — The dates 
fixed for the meeting this year are the 28th to 31st August. 
This festival has hitherto claimed with justice a prominent 
place amongst the musical festivals of England, and it will 
behove the stewards of the approaching festival to main- 
tain its high character. The " old hospital," opened in 
the year 1779, has depended, in a measure, on the support 
of these musical festivals ; and, during fifty-six years, it 
has benefited by them to the extent of £66,460. In the 
year 1852, the amount yielded to the hospital, after pay- 
ment of the expenses, was £4704. Of these facts the 
musical profession have a right to be proud, since their 
assistance has so largely contributed to the result. 
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